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Our Perspective....

Feasible, fair parking
plans were ignored

Parking at Appalachian State
University is now an excessive
tax on students and lower
income faculty and staff
members.

The $204 parking permit,
approved by the Board of
Trustees in June, takes a large
bite out of everyone’s budget,
no matter how large it may be.

To the lowest paid staff
members and students who can
barely afford their education,
the 85 percent increase in
parking is a daunting burden.

The parking and traffic
committee presented a feasible
and fair solution for Appala-
chian State University to keep
parking prices lower last
spring.Their plan to charge
one-half of 1 percent of a salary
was ignored in favor of a flat
fee everyone must pay.

Vice chancellor for Business
Affairs Jane Helm told The
Appalachian there are no
other goods or services on
campus based on income.

That is an interesting re-
sponse given most other goods
and services on the campus are
not a necessity for attending
class or going to work.

If students can get assistance
for the high costs of college,
why should staff members have
to bare the brunt of transporta-
tion to their place of employ-
ment?

Did we learn nothing from
Barbara Ehrenreich and “Nickel
and Dimed” at Convocation
only a few short weeks ago?

Faculty Senate has asked to

charge visitors for the use of
Appalachian’s limited parking
spaces. Campus visitors only
pay for parking in the Rivers
Street Parking Deck during the
weekdays and for football
games.

All other parking lots during
campus events are up for grabs.
Faculty Senate certainly has

the right idea with Office of
Cultural Affairs bringing over
40,000 people to events each
year. Granted, a lot are stu-
dents, faculty and staff, but
many are from off campus.

Visitors cause just as much
wear and tear on the parking
services as anyone else, and
they should offer some assis-
tance in paying for it.

Appalachian football and
basketball sold a combined
48,956 tickets last season.
Students get into the games for
free. The administration said
adding a parking fee to ticket
prices would act as a double
tax to some people.

A small double tax is still
better than an 85 percent
increase across the board.
Either way, two very feasible
options to the parking problem
were rejected.

Was the parking and traffic
committee just a front? Will
anything they suggest aside
from increasing prices be
considered?

Like many things, it all comes
down to the money. Those with
money do not want to pay
more, even though they can
afford it.
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Lessons from the storm: Isabel hits home

It’s Monday night, there’s a
storm coming, and for once I have
no idea what to write.

Usually, I'm never short of opin-
ions or reasons to back them up.
Usually I have no trouble putting
those words to paper, but this
night was different.

While the storm, Hurricane
Isabel, will probably only subject
Boone to some heavier-than-usual
winds and rain, the coast is a dif-
ferent story.

Isabel is heading right for the
northeast coast area, which hap-
pens to be where my family lives.

Currituck County, where my
mother teaches, was nearly emp-
tied by an evacuation order. The
same goes for Dare County, where
I spent the summer working at K-
Mart. Very possibly some of the
houses along the beach will be kin-
dling by the end of the week.

We’re used to dealing with hur-
ricane season, with the winds and
rain, but this storm is larger than
most.

So my mother has wisely made
the decision to spend a few days
in Raleigh until things, to use an
apt phrase, blow over.

At the end of our phone conver-
sation, she threw in a few words

Ways to procrastinate:

If you, the reader, are anything
like me, then at some point ei-
ther today or tomorrow, you’re
going to be faced with having to
do homework that you do not
want to do.

So, in honor of the tradition of
putting it off until the last minute,
allow me to introduce one of
many other things you could be
doing instead of what you should
be doing.

Ladies and gentlemen, I give
you www.homestarrunner.com.

This Web site is filled with ran-
dom humor, the kind that sepa-
rates the sheep, who see it and
die from laughter, and the goats
that just stare at the screen with
a why-am-I-watching-this look
and possibly write a mean letter
to me for recommending the site
in the first place.

If you go, you need to under-
stand some of the characters. For
starters, the main two people
newcomers should be familiar
with are Homestar Runner, who
has no arms and wears a propel-
ler hat, and Strong Bad, a bare-
chested character who wears a
Mexican wrestling mask and box-
ing gloves.

Other characters to be aware of
are The Cheat, a small cat whose
language is completely unintelli-
gible, and Marzipan, Homestar’s

David Forbes

“I'm not worried about us, I just
hope there’s a house left to come
back to,”

We said our goodbyes and hung
up the phone. Those last words
stayed with me, kept me up for
most of the night even though I
had places to be in the morning
and by all rights should have been
asleep.

Maybe it’s just pointless worry.
The storm’s wind speed has
dropped down, after all. By the
time this gets into print, Isabel will
probably just dump some wind and
rain and leave, like so many other
storms.

But there’s an important lesson
in all this: with all the technology

Justin Boulmay

girlfriend.

Strong Bad seems to be
everyone’s favorite character, and
the truth is, the funniest material
on this site always has something
to do with him.

A friend of mine told me Strong
Bad was nominated for student
body president at N.C. State Uni-
versity, with The Cheat as his run-
ning mate.

Anyway, “Strong Bad’s E-mails”
are one of the best parts of this
Web site. Strong Bad reads his e-
mail, usually every week, and re-
sponds as viewers watch.

A viewer wrote in, asking
Strong Bad if he had ever written
a children’s book.

“Yeah, I wrote a children’s
book,” he replied. “Who hasn’t? I
mean, kids can barely read as it

our world and society can muster,
acts of nature still completely be-
yond our control can threaten our
families and loved ones, and much
less important, our material pos-
sessions.

As much as I value freedom of
choice and tackling life’s chal-
lenges head on, there are some
things one can do nothing about.
The only option is to prepare as
well as possible and then accept
some measure of powerlessness in
the face of circumstances beyond
one’s control.

This lesson seems to be lost on
most.

We are, at times, a society ruled
by a need for security. Security
from terrorists, criminals, drug
addicts, economic collapse, exotic
diseases, shark attacks, the list
goes on and on, until we cry out
even for protection from even the
food we eat and the fact that we
age.

While certainly we shouldn’t be
completely careless, a society so
obsessed with security ends up
being ruled by its fear.

In its more innocuous manifes-
tations this fear simply leads us all
to be a little too careful at times.
At its worse, it sends us sliding

closer towards a place where we’'ll
trade everything, even freedom,
just for the hollow promise that
nothing will hurt us.

True security is a lie. No matter
how cautious, how careful, how
protected we become, there will
always be circumstances beyond
our control, things that can harm
or even kill us that we can do ab-
solutely nothing about.

And eventually, no matter how
safe things are, our body will age
and die. This is life.

So it is time to grow up. Dan-
gers are out there. Prepare as you
can, fight when you must, roll with
the punches you can’t avoid, and
live through the tragedies that will
happen.

In the end, accept what you can
do nothing about and don’t let con-
cern become worry or worry be-
come paralysis. We're all guilty of
this at some point, myself in-
cluded.

Long story short, I pray some
and end up going to sleep. This
storm, too, shall pass.

David Forbesis a senior staff
writer. He can be reached at
theapp@appstate.edu.

homestarrunner.com

is, so how hard could it be to write
for them?”

A children’s book appears on
the screen, carrying the title “Ev-
eryone is Different” (actually,
Strong Bad just took a children’s
book and edited it with a magic
marker).

One page shows a picture of a
boy named Frankie, who has
freckles and is riding his bike. The
original caption reads, “Some
people have freckles. Frankie has
freckles.”

After meeting Strong Bad, the
picture now shows an 18-wheeled
truck right behind the poor boy,
with a caption that reads, “Some
people are about to be run over.
Frankie has about five seconds.”

Another of my personal favor-
ites is Teen Girl Squad. Four stick-
figure teenage girls named Cheer-
leader, So and So, What’s Her
Face, and the Ugly One, do nor-
mal things such as shopping and
going to school, and at least one
of them always meets an untimely
fate.

So and So, for example, gets at-
tacked by a band of rampaging
possums as she’s walking home
from a thrift store in episode No.
3.

In their latest adventure, one of
them (they all look alike, so I'm
not sure who it is) falls into a bot-

tomless pit located in the hallway
at school.

The regular cartoons in this site
are pretty good, too, depending
on which one you watch.

In one episode, for example,
Homestar makes a sandwich for
his girlfriend, but the sandwich
looks so much like a face (two ol-
ives sticking out of the top gives
the apearrance of eyes, not to
mention its “a big leafy smile”)
that she can’t bear to eat it.

Instead, she adopts it and gives
it a name: Homestar, Jr.

Along with cartoons, this site
also features several games, some
of which the characters them-
selves play. “Trogdor” seems to be
the favorite among people I know.

In this particular adventure,
you play a dragon that captures
villagers and burns their homes
down before the knights slay you.
It doesn’t sound very fun, but,
much like the Web site itself, it is
surprisingly addicting.

So there you have it, one of
many alternatives to homework.
If you don’t like this Web site, you
can always kill time by checking
your friends’ away messages.

Justin Boulmay is a staff writer.
He can be reached at
theapp@appstate.edu.
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Faculty Senate has
right to ask for dues

To THE EDITOR

I'm glad to hear that the Faculty
Senate is doing their part to fight
the recent parking and traffic in-
crease by asking athletics and Cul-
tural Affairs to pay their dues.

With all the money athletics
takes from students, it’s good that
they will finally have to give some
back.

I do fear, however, that this pro-
posal will be shot down due for
some made-up reason from the
department. Either way, excellent
story on a forefront issue.

Jeff Zehnder
sophomore
communications major
jz51525@appstate.edu

SGA asks students
to share their ideas

To THE EDITOR

I am writing this to go along
with the article that David Forbes
wrote: “SGA needs overhaul.” 1
have been involved in Student
Government for going on three
years now, and I can tell you that
we are not a perfect organization.

However, in order for this to
change we need as much possible
input from on-campus and off-
campus students.

I can promise you that no mat-
ter what the ratio of senators to
students is, we will represent you
to the best of our ability.

Mainly, I just wanted to tell ev-
eryone that they can e-mail us at
sga@appstate.edu as well as you
can visit our Web site to find out

more about us and what we do
at www.sga.appstate.edu.

Also, if you want to talk to
someone face-to-face then I urge
you to come by the SGA office on
the second floor of the Student
Union and let us know what we
can do for you.

Please get involved so we can
better serve this university.

Callie Hargett
Director of Internal
Affairs, SGA
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