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ELECTION 2004
Is this the right line, or left line?

Students wait outside the Agricultural Conference Center Tuesday to vote.  23,682 people voted in the 
presidential race according to the Watauga County Board of Elections.

Jonathan Williams l The Appalachian

Students react to 
post-election 
victories, defeats

Foxx convincingly 
wins US House 
Justin Boulmay
Senior Staff Writer

Virginia Foxx and Jim A. 
Harrell, Jr., were friends long 
before they ran against each 
other in the 2004 election for 
U.S. Congress. 

“We’ve known each other 
for ten years and we get 
along just fi ne,” Foxx said. 
“We’ve worked together in the 
eight years that I represented 
Surry County. He’s a very 
blessed person and I have no 
problems getting along with 

him.”
H o w -

e v e r , 
only one 
f r i e n d 
c o u l d 
win the 
election, 
and, ac-
cording 
t o  t h e 
N o r t h 
C a r o -
l i n a 

Board of Elections, Foxx 
came out as the victor. She 
held 162,730 votes, or 59 
percent of the vote, and Har-
rell grabbed 112, 965, or 40 
percent of the vote.

Harrell was not available 
for comment before press 
time.

Foxx said she attributes the 
outcome to her values and 
experience resonating with 
the voters.

“The people of the dis-
trict wanted someone who 
was down to earth, who had 
worked for a living, and who 
shared the conservative val-
ues of the district,” Foxx said. 
“I think people want to know 
what you believe in and what 
you stand for. 

“Even if people disagree 
with you politically, they 
respect you if you have con-
sistent philosophy, and I have 
consistent philosophy, and 
I’ve been told over the years 
that Democrats vote for me 
a lot because they respect 
that. The public doesn’t want 
wishy-washy people in politi-
cal offi ce.”

Foxx said she thinks Harrell 
did not win because of the im-
age he portrayed of himself. 

“Mr. Harrell could not de-
fi ne what a conservative was 
when I asked. He did not want 
to be identifi ed as either a 
Democrat or a Republican. He 
ran away from the Democratic 
party. He called himself a 
moderate bipartisan person,” 
she said

Her faith was also a big 
influence in her campaign 
and continues to be a factor 
in her personal life. She said 
whether or not she decides to 
keep advancing her political 
career is not her decision.

“I don’t make plans for my 
life,” she said. “I never had 
any idea when I was growing 

Foxx

Democrats sweep commissioner race

Jennifer Schneider
Staff Writer

The high-fi ves and “woo-
hoos” of Bush fans echoed 
through Plemmons Student 
Union yesterday morning. 

“I am ecstatic with how the 
election turned out because I 
support Bush and everything 
that he has done so far,” 
freshman political science 
major Richard A. Hovater 
said.

Although all provisional 
votes had not been counted 
for Ohio, John F. Kerry gave 
his concession speech yes-
terday at 2 p.m. in Boston 
handing the presidency over 
to George W. Bush. 

“I think the majority of 
people on this campus are 
going to be mad because no-
body seems to like Bush any-
more,” junior sociology major 
Jessica L. Coggins said.

In the background of the 
celebration Kerry supporters 
discussed their fears of the 
country’s future now that 
Bush has been elected as 
President for another four 
years. 

“I believe the world will 
see World War III in the 
next four years with Bush as 
president,” senior electronic 
and media broadcast major 
Colleen K. Burns said.

Many who opposed Bush 
were unhappy with his han-
dling of the war and the 
expansion of the national 
debt. 

In this election, many Ap-
palachian students found 
themselves uncertain of 

which candidate to choose 
because they did not like any 
of the options.

“I agree with Jessie Ven-
tura when he said, if you 
vote for the lesser of two evils 
you are still voting for evil,” 
junior history and second-
ary education major Dan J. 
Mckinney said.

Many feel the election was 
so close because there was 
not a prominent “good-guy” 
to choose. 

Bush earned 53 percent 
of the votes cast in Watauga 
county compared to Kerry’s 
47 percent. The tight election 
worries a number of people 
because of the fact that the 
nation is so divided on a va-
riety of important issues. 

Others feel that democracy 
as a whole has fl oundered in 
our society today.

The Rise-Up Community 
Collective group held a silent 
protest against the govern-
ment yesterday. The group 
argued that, in our political 
system, a citizen no longer 
has a role to play after they 
vote. 

Being either a Bush fan 
or Kerry fan may separate 
the student body; however, 
everyone seems to be glad 
that the elections are fi nally 
over.

“The majority of the coun-
try was on the fence, not 
leaning one way more than 
the other. I’m just glad the 
decision has been made so 
now we know what to ex-
pect,” junior history and 
elementary education major 
Melissa R. Freeman said. 

Jason Secrest
Staff Writer

Watauga County Demo-
crats swept the Watauga 
County Commissioners elec-
tions Nov. 2 with all three 
Democrats winning their 
elections.

William R. Winkler, Jim 
Deal and Winston Kinsey all 
won their respective district 
races to become county com-
missioners. 

In the closest race, Winkler 
defeated incumbent James 
Coffey 51 to 49 percent. 

Deal defeated Joe Phil-
lips 54 to 46 percent and 
incumbent Allen Trivette 
was defeated by Kinsey 52 
to 48 percent.

Deal said the fi rst thing he 
plans to do is sit down with 
the Watauga County Board 
of Education and talk about 
the future. 

Deal said he plans to sit 
down with all contingencies 
in the county to see what 
problems can be fi xed and 
how future problems can be 
avoided. 

“We need to develop plans 
for our future,” Deal said.

Deal said he has many 
goals for his time in offi ce. 
One goal is to develop a new 
commercial park. 

Deal also emphasized 
growth and development in 
Watauga County. 

“A huge issue is growth 
and development,” Deal 
said.

Deal said Appalachian 
State University is a big part 
of the growth and develop-
ment issue, but said it is a 
countywide concern. 

He said Appalachian State 
also affects the traffi c con-
cern in Boone, but again it 
is not just a concern with the 

university. 
The most effective way to 

deal with problems and to 
prevent problems Deal said 
is to make sure all parties 
involved have good commu-
nication and work together. 
“We need to work together 
to develop strategies to deal 
with traffi c,” Deal said.

Deal said every part of 
the county needs to work 
together. 

He said Appalachian State 
and Watauga County are 
linked together.

“We can accomplish great 
things if we work together,” 
Deal said.

Deal said when different 
contingencies in the county 
don’t work together more 
problems can be created. 

Kinsey said the fi rst thing 
he plans on doing as county 
commissioner is to get edu-
cated on state statutes and 
to meet with the board of 
education and town council 
to share ideas about the 
future. 

Kinsey said the most press-
ing issue is the new high 
school, so it is important to 
communicate with the board 
of education.

Kinsey also emphasized 
other issues. “I’d like to do 
something about affordable 
housing in the county,” he 
said.

Kinsey said he’d also like 
to see a more diversified 
economy, but said he stress-
es keeping the education 
system in excellent condi-
tion.

Kinsey said he was amazed 
at the interest Appalachian 
State students generated in 
this election. 

“I want ASU students to 
stay involved in govern-
ment,” he said. “ASU stu-

dents are citizens in this 
county.” 

Appalachian State Public 
Relations major Brian Mims 
said he thought it was ironic 
people in Watauga County 
would elect three Democrats 
for county commissioner 
because the county voted 
Republican in the presiden-
tial election.

Mims said he did vote in 
Watauga County but admits 
to not knowing very much 
about the candidates. “I 
don’t think it really think 
it will affect me,” he said 
in regards the Democratic 

sweep.
Deal also said he was 

pleased with the election. 
“I’m thrilled with the turn-

out,” Deal said. “It was nice 
to see a good turnout in 
Watauga County.”

Winkler was not available 
for comment.

In the Watauga County 
Board of Education race, 
Steve Combs, Deborah Mill-
er and Andy Reese were 
elected. 

Combs and Miller each 
took 22 percent of the vote 
with Reese taking 21 per-
cent.

William R. Winkler (D)
51 percent 
WINNER

Jim Deal (D)
54 percent
WINNER

Winston Kinsey  (D)
52 percent
WINNER

Source: Watauga County Board of Elections
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